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Scripture portrays human response to God as engaging the whole person, not just
isolated intellectual agreement. The brain processes through different
modes—understanding, trusting, choosing. The New Testament gives these modes
names: mind (nous), heart (kardia), and various expressions of willing and
choosing—to describe how a person hears, understands, trusts, and obeys God.
These are not separate selves or independent agents, but distinct aspects of one
person responding to God—aspects of the unified response to the Gospel that Paul
calls “the obedience of faith” (hypakoē pisteōs) (Romans 1:5; 16:26). 1 2 3 4

Scripture explicitly identifies the mind (nous) and heart (kardia) as distinct terms for
different aspects of human engagement with God. While the New Testament doesn’t
use a single noun for “the will” as a parallel term, it consistently describes willing,
choosing, and acting as functions distinguishable from both mental perception and
heart-level trust. For clarity, this appendix uses “the will” to refer to this choosing
and acting dimension of human response.

Overview of Human Response
• Mind: understanding the gospel message (intellectual grasp and discernment).1 2

• Heart: trust, desire, and moral direction to Christ (personal entrustment).1 2

• Will: concrete choice and obedience (enacted allegiance).5 6

The Mind (Nous)
The mind represents the mode by which a person perceives, understands, and makes
judgments about the truth of the gospel.7 8 9

Scriptural emphasis: Paul speaks of being “transformed by the renewal of your mind”
(nous) (Romans 12:2), warns that “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 4:4), and describes unbelieving minds as darkened and
alienated from the life of God (Ephesians 4:18; Titus 1:15).2
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Lexical note: Nous in major lexicons (BDAG, Louw-Nida, TDNT) denotes the seat of
understanding, perception, and rational reflection—the capacity for moral and
spiritual discernment.7 8 9

The mind can accurately recognize truth without yielding to it. A person may
understand and even assent to the gospel cognitively while remaining unchanged in
posture toward God.1 2

The Heart (Kardia)
The heart represents the mode encompassing trust, desire, and moral direction.7 8
10

Scriptural emphasis: “With the heart one believes and is justified” (Romans 10:10),
and “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21), locating
trust and moral direction in the heart.2 The warning “harden not your hearts”
(Hebrews 3:8) and the Lord’s opening of Lydia’s heart to respond to Paul (Acts
16:14) further show the heart as the site of receptive or resistant response to God.2

Lexical note: Kardia is defined as the inner core of a person, including volition,
emotion, and moral evaluation—not merely feeling, but the deep center of
commitment. Though kardia’s range includes volitional elements, the New
Testament’s own verbal vocabulary (thelō, boulomai) treats choosing as distinct from
trusting, and this appendix follows that distinction (see The Will below).7 8 10

When the heart bows to Christ, the will has a choice to make.

The Will (Thelō and Related Terms)
“The will” as used in this appendix refers to the aspect of human response involving
both choice and action based on what the heart desires. This usage is derived from
the New Testament’s verbal and contextual presentation rather than from a single
Greek word.1 2 The will first chooses in repentance (metanoeō) and then executes
the turn (epistrephō)—changing direction from sin toward Christ. That turn produces
visible, ongoing fruit (erga), demonstrating what the new direction looks like in a
lived life and giving concrete form to the heart’s allegiance.5 6

The New Testament clearly speaks of willing and choosing but doesn’t employ a
single noun for “the will” as a term parallel to mind (nous) and heart (kardia).8 11
Instead, will-language is expressed chiefly through verbs such as thelō (“I will, I
want, I desire”) and boulomai (“I intend, I resolve”), and through the noun thelēma
(“will,” as in “God’s will” in Romans 12:2).7 8 11

Scriptural emphasis: Paul’s inner conflict in Romans 7 uses thelō and related forms
to distinguish between what he “wants” to do and what he actually does (Romans
7:15–19), showing a tension between approving God’s law “in the inner being” and
failing to carry it out in action (Romans 7:22–23).3 Jesus’ prayer “not my will
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(thelēma) but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42) and the disciples’ submission, “the Lord’s
will be done” (Acts 21:14), demonstrate human willing set in relation to God’s will.

Lexical note:

• thelō / thelein: to will, desire, have in mind, express a preference or intention.7 11

• thelēma: (1) the act or authority of willing (will); (2) what is willed, that is, a
decision or intention; often used of God’s will (e.g., Romans 12:2).7 11

• boulomai: to intend, decide, resolve after deliberation.7 11

Coordination in Conversion
Conversion engages the whole person—mind, heart, will, speech, and body—in a
unified response to the gospel.³ ⁴

• Mind: hears and understands the message—“faith comes by hearing” (Romans
10:17).2

• Heart: entrusts itself to Christ—“with the heart one believes” (Romans 10:10).2

• Will: chooses to turn in repentance and then executes the turn—“repent (metanoeō)
and turn back (epistrephō) that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). 4

• Mouth: confesses allegiance—“with the mouth one confesses and is saved” (Romans
10:10).2

• Body: is baptized into Christ—“buried with Him … raised to walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6:4).5

These aspects work together as one unified response. A heart that has genuinely
entrusted itself to Christ does not produce a will that declines. When the will balks, it
reveals that the heart’s entrustment was incomplete—the person was approaching
trust, not resting in it. A competing allegiance held the heart more deeply than Christ
did. The will does not independently adjudicate what the heart has decided. It enacts
what the heart has embraced.

The apostolic mission aims “to bring about the obedience of faith among all the
nations” (Romans 1:5; cf. 16:26). This phrase is widely understood in contemporary
scholarship to denote faith that issues in an obedient response.3 4

Notes
• Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, New International Commentary on the
New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 50–55, 438–456, 655–658. These
chapters explore lexical semantics and contextual meaning, illustrating how biblical
terms such as “mind” (nous) and “heart” (kardia) convey distinct yet interrelated
aspects of human personhood in response to God.

• Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, New International Commentary on the
New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 50–55, 438–456, 655–658. These
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sections address Romans 1:5 (”obedience of faith”), Romans 7 (inner conflict of
knowing, desiring, and acting), and Romans 10:10 (belief with the heart and
confession with the mouth), showing faith as a holistic response engaging mind,
heart, and will.

• Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 2nd ed., Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018), 43–46, 810–812. These pages
exegete Romans 1:5 and 16:26, presenting “obedience of faith” as active trust that
naturally issues in obedient response rather than passive assent.

• Craig S. Keener, Acts: An Exegetical Commentary, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2013), 1070–1080. This section on Acts 3:19 examines metanoeō (repent)
and epistrephō (turn) as willful choice and action that follow heart-level response,
contributing to the unified pattern of conversion.

• F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Romans, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985), 131–133. These pages explain Romans 6:4,
portraying baptism as the embodied act in which faith’s allegiance is enacted, uniting
the believer with Christ’s death and resurrection.

• I. Howard Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel
(Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2004), 317–320. These pages on Pauline theology
describe “obedience of faith” as an integrated response of the mind, heart, and will,
with baptism as one expression of that obedience in the conversion process.

• Frederick W. Danker, ed., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and
Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2000), s.v. “νοῦς” (674–675), “καρδία” (508–509), “θέλω” (447–448), “θέλημα”
(448–449), “βούλομαι” (182). These entries provide lexical definitions supporting the
distinctions between mind (understanding), heart (commitment), and will-related
verbs (desire, intention, choice).

• Johannes P. Louw and Eugene A. Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, 2nd ed. (New York: United Bible Societies,
1989), domains 26.3 (kardia: inner self and commitment), 26.14 (nous: intellectual
capacity), 25.1–25.4 (thelō: will, desire, and choice). These semantic domains classify
the terms as interrelated facets of human response to God.

• Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964–1976),
4:951–960 (s.v. νοῦς). This entry details nous as the seat of understanding,
perception, and moral/spiritual discernment.

• Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964–1976),
3:605–614 (s.v. καρδία); Hans Walter Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974), 40–58. These sources describe kardia as the inner
core of personhood—encompassing volition, emotion, trust, and moral
direction—rooted in Old Testament anthropology.

• Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964–1976),
3:44–62 (s.v. θέλω, θέλημα). This entry examines thelō and thelēma as expressions of
willing, desiring, intending, and choosing, supporting the appendix’s use of “will” for
action-oriented response.
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This appendix is reproduced from Eternal Stakes: The Response Grace Demands by Joe
Tenga.
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