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The following table identifies the extra-biblical writings of the early church fathers cited
throughout this book. These texts reflect the beliefs and practices of churches closest to the
apostles. While none of these works are canonical, they provide invaluable historical testimony.
Each one shows how the earliest Christians understood baptism, not as a mere symbol, but as the
decisive act of forgiveness, rebirth, and entrance into life in Christ. Together, they demonstrate
that the earliest church consistently treated baptism as effectual, never optional, and never
reduced to a post-conversion ritual.

From the Didache in the late first century to Cyprian in the mid‑third, the witness is strikingly
consistent. Every voice affirms baptism as the decisive act by which sins are forgiven, believers
are reborn, and entry into Christ’s body is granted. None of these writings treats baptism as a
mere symbol for those already saved. Instead, they echo the New Testament pattern: faith
responds to grace through belief, repentance, confession, and baptism. The unanimity of this
testimony across regions and generations shows that the earliest church understood baptism as
effectual, not optional. This conviction was rooted in apostolic teaching and faithfully preserved by
those who followed.

These works come from Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Smyrna, Carthage, Syria, Palestine, and Gaul,
spanning the decades between the close of the apostolic age and the middle of the third century.
Despite their diversity, they display a consistent understanding of what occurs in baptism and how
the earliest believers entered the Christian life.

To make their testimony comparable, the table uses five categories: Regeneration, Forgiveness,
Holy Spirit Reception, Church Incorporation, and the Conversion Mandate. The early writers use
varied expressions for these same realities. Terms such as rebirth, being made alive, illumination,
and renewal correspond to Regeneration. Words like washing, purification, remission, and even
grace itself reflect Forgiveness. Language similar to sealing, anointing, and receiving the Spirit
speaks to Holy Spirit Reception. Descriptions such as being added, joined, or entering the
kingdom belong to Church Incorporation. The final category, Conversion Mandate, indicates that
an author treats baptism as the required act by which a person enters the Christian life. When
these early witnesses describe baptism as the moment of new life, washing, Spirit-gift, or entrance
into God’s people, they identify it as the decisive act of obedient faith God commands in
conversion.

Each entry in the table is marked as Explicit, Implied, Indirect, or N/A.

• Explicit means the doctrinal effect is directly stated in connection with baptism.
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• Implied means the doctrine is present through imagery or argument.

• Indirect means the work shows baptism functioning as the entry boundary of the Church, even
without doctrinal exposition.

• N/A indicates no conversion-level baptism teaching.

Taken together, these voices from different regions, decades, and pastoral settings show a unified
pattern. The earliest Christians describe baptism as the moment of regeneration, forgiveness,
Spirit-reception, and incorporation, and as the God-given mandate that completes a believer’s
entrance into Christ.

For a comprehensive survey of patristic baptismal theology, see Everett Ferguson, Baptism in the
Early Church (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009).

Table 13. Writings of the Early Church on Baptism — Enhanced Edition

This edition expands the printed Table 13 with three additional reference columns — Source of Dating,
Translation Source, and Author — for readers who want to trace the scholarship behind each entry.
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This appendix is reproduced from Eternal Stakes: The Response Grace Demands by Joe Tenga.
For the full argument, including Chapter 12, see the book.
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