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The unified gospel response is not a checklist of separate requirements. It is a single
movement of the whole person toward God, expressed in sequence and bound by
necessity:

(Trusting Belief = Repentance = Confession = Baptism) =
Salvation

Each arrow represents the analytic connection. Trusting belief does not merely
precede repentance—it necessarily produces it. Repentance does not merely precede
confession—it announces itself in it. And confession reaches its completion in
baptism: the verbal appeal taking embodied form, where grace meets the response at
the place God appointed for it. The sequence describes not four separate responses
but one faith completing itself through four sequential acts. No one element saves
alone, and nothing outside of them is missing.

The following chart combines elements from the Four Levels of Belief (Chapter 3)
with the Four Gospel Commands (Chapters 1, 3-6). It presumes a person’s initial
state as one of Unbelief or Intellectual Belief. It serves to explain how a person
moves from Trusting Belief to Saving Belief, the point where faith completes itself
and salvation is conferred. This corresponds to what Paul calls “the obedience of
faith” (Romans 1:5; 16:26). When passages emphasize different elements, they're
highlighting various aspects of this unified response, not presenting competing
requirements.
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This appendix is reproduced from Eternal Stakes: The Response Grace Demands by Joe
Tenga.
For the full argument, including Chapters 3-7, see the book.

Buy direct: sales@eternalstakes.com | Amazon: search "Eternal Stakes Joe Tenga"
Study bot: eternalstakes.com
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